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race, that adjusts his public burdens so as to be
least onerous, that gives him the right to assist in
making the laws, that protects him against his own
weakness, and offers him the means to start on
equal terms in the race for honour or wealth.
Merely the dream of what a country might be has
transformed ignorant men, serving forcibly in the
hostile ranks, into heroes who fell where they stood
sooner than drive back the army of liberation ; and
has transfigured prosaic women into heroines, who
gave son after son to the national cause. Is it
wonderful if the prodigies of Hungarian and Italian
heroism have been more than matched in America,
where there was a country of noble memories with
a settled government and wise liberties to maintain ?
Only two causes seem likely to interfere with the
growth of national feeling. On the one hand, the
great body of the citizens may be more interested
in industrial organisations stretching over the whole
earth; and on the other hand, the dream of a few
thinkers, that we shall rise beyond the nation as we
have risen beyond the family, the tribe, and the
province, may come to be realised. The first is the
more immediate danger. It is possible to suppose
the great body of artisans, for instance, taking a
supreme interest in the claims of the various trades,
and attaching only a secondary importance to the
different countries in which individual members
happen to live. Something of this kind is dis-
cernible at present. If we can assume that it will
extend, it might conceivably happen that a whole
labouring population would decide to repudiate
burdens of purely national concern, and would
migrate freely from the State, if they were outvoted.